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December 26, 2019 - January 4, 2020 

WINTER INTENSIVE READING AND WRITING 

For students aiming to improve their reading skills over the winter break, Hamilton Education is offering 6-day 

intensive reading classes designed to cultivate their understanding and appreciation of various texts. The 

classes will focus on discussions of 19th-century literature, and even Harry Potter! Please refer to the back of 

this flyer for more information about the books we will be discussing and our world-class instructors. 
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5TH - 8TH GRADE STUDENTS 

HARRY POTTER SERIES

Harry Potter books 1 & 2 by J.K. Rowling 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone and Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets heralded a major 

shift in children's literature, inspiring a whole generation to fall in love with reading and come of 

age with characters who feel like friends. Readers of this series have even been scientifically 

proven to demonstrate more empathy than people who haven't read it! In this class, we'll discuss 

how these texts redefine fantasy and coming-of-age genres, enjoy lively discussions, participate 

in interactive writing workshops, and understand why these books made such a significant 

cultural impact around the world. 

9TH - 10TH GRADE STUDENTS

NOVELS OF MANNERS AND MONSTERS 

r • A. 11 

.�li:N�K 
r .,k Hamilton Education founder Christopher Hamilton taught 18th and 19th-century British Literature 

at UCLA for many years, and loved every minute of it. That's why he's so excited to serve as the 

primary instructor for this Winter Intensive class for 9th and 10th graders. Many students 

struggle with the sense and syntax of language written centuries earlier. This engaging course 

offers an opportunity to dive into two important 19th-century novels, making sense of the 

language and the philosophical and social concepts that undergird them. This class will also 

spend approximately 25% of its time and focus on the Critical Reading and Writing elements 

of the SAT and ACT, preparing 9th and 10th graders for these exams by drawing 

connections between fiction, non-fiction, and these standardized exams. 

• 

Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen 

This early novel by Austen explores ideas and issues that are still very relevant today. What is the role of emotion and subjective experience in 

truth? Should we share-either with friends or Facebook-our innermost thoughts? Questions of patriarchy, feminism, and the role of 

reason and emotion surge through this wonderful-and important-novel. 

Dracula by Bram Stoker 

One of the most important Victorian novels, Dracula engages with questions of colonialism, race, identity, and gender-and sets in motion a 

mythology that has spawned dozens of other books, movies, and graphic novels. We'll read this novel through the lens of post-colonial theory 

and criticism, perhaps finding that Victorian England's anxieties about "the East" and the foreign are not so foreign to our own age. 

TEACHERS 

'i � 

Mr. Hamilton's life as a teacher began at UCLA, where he taught 18th and 19th Century British Literature and 

survey courses. In 1998 he began teaching the SAT and ACT, and in the last decade he's founded or 

co-founded three separate companies devoted to skills-based test-prep. 

Rodrigo Pacheco-McEvoy received his Bachelor's degree in sociology from Whittier College and his Master's 

degree, also in sociology, from SDSU. While attending SDSU, he co-authored an academic journal publication with 

one of his professors.  Rodrigo also has extensive teaching experience at the college level, both at SDSU and at the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he served as a teaching assistant for seven years. As an avid 

outdoorsman, you can usually find Rodrigo exploring new hiking trails.
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